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[ Z]

Hkzxnod s 3 v /K Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus D VIR

BAHEFY « BRIFELED « B « thAs2
D BEURALE I s e iR A
P BICREFE R R ESER

(PR 17 4.3 [ 22 HZA, PR 174610 A 3 HZED)

BUMAEEE D S 578 L 72 methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) (Z, #D KL
THorifE L T MBIEREM E T/ NETREISOANERBREEEZIEK LI, TNHDEEDS B
LRTCREO 2 3B O (T-1~T-3) 2 FH0 ik L THIREZFH N7, ik L 72 T-1 Hid
Mueller-Hinton FEREEH (M-H FERELHD) 1 HifE L 7 MR O —HIZERIER T = 503, fthotk
(T-2, T-3) I3 TEHho7e TNHD 3 FEIE MRSA & L TOMIREE L, pulse-field gel elec-
trophoresis THN5% E[E—/ % — v, REFIZH O TIFEEN %58 clonal 75 variant, 975D
B/ 3 o = —ZF# (small colony variants; SCVs) Tdh 5 Z EAREE N, TS DA S.
aureus ¥ Staphylococcus epidermidis, Escherichia coli, Salmonella Enteritidis 75 & & M-H &
REEHITIES T 9 2 ERETER L, REDRD LN, TOT &1 T o/NUER MRSA bitho
WO W T 2 RTIC Xk 0 T OIEREZl1E 3~ 2 RlREME /R S L7, T-1 BROIEHERNE (plat-
ing efficiency) <5 &, ZOIIBHVOMIEA feeding T = 2 nJget: A HERI S N7z T-
2, T-3#kIE M-HEREHICF 3 v F IV VARMT S EBI L2 E05F 3 ¥ v ikEHR
DSCVsThH B EEZSNT, £, 5% b ¥ VMK FE KB T O sulfamethoxazole-
trimethoprim BEZMMNMEEZ R L 7o TNODFERNS, TO/NER MRSA 3F IV VG
R EFEES NIRRT, TOREENELIAME L TRLERERD SRS TV 5 afElEDs

179

RS N,

Key words: /N a0 = —ZfH, MRSA, #£55%#, F3I Vv

T C &I

Staphylococcus aureus [ $E@EIERIEMIC X < RE
L, [MEFEREEH < B s % 2T 5, L
L, Erett:, MFMED S. aureus BEYEICHE W TIRET
HHEORMHRS L /Mo a0 = -2k (N3
o = —Zf# small colony variants; SCVs) 45 C &
MBHESNTVELY, SCVs 3 F 3 Vv & AR
% auxotrophy CREESRIEAREM) OPEHRZETRT C
EbHIENTWAS, £ S. aureus (FHE—EED S

TR (T683-8504) K-ty 36-1
BRSPS B e o5 e e A48
BARIET
TEL: 0859-34-8145
FAX: 0859-34-8132
E-mail: tanimoto-ttr@umin.ac.jp

@ colony purification Z# 0K L THRERE L T
HHN T BREZM ORI 3 EMEEOEARS 5 C
EbE{ALNTLBY,

bbb, 1995 FIIMAERE» S, HEEx i
DELTHEEADKE S PILENS—E L 73V methi-
cillin-resistant S. aureus (MRSA) DZ5 5k D #: HiF)
KOV THE LAY TNoo/IE % Y VIMikE
Ry (MEFERREH: QKRS Tl Aho%k
JERK, fried egg RO HRIEREETE, LENIT/NEEIE
BR, £ 7o E TR T 5 & N —rsiiaEE A
BT 2RE0R/MERT, a7 s 5 - L5
mecA BILTARE T E MRSA & LToOMkERLT
W35, MRSA H—fRHICFEE Al 7S Mueller—Hin-
ton IT FEREEHE (M-H FEREHSM: HANXZ b v e 7y
FUVU V)RR EAERBLIEYL, IS OEINE
FERBEHNTINE I IR L, it o B2 2 ORA

HATGR M EYFM3E Vol 15 No. 4 2005. 1
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MISVEETHHEL TH~NS &, M-HERE I
FETAIHRERB LBV T ohi, KE LRV
D S. aureus  Staphylococcus epidermidis 15 & il
DRMVERE « s 2 FHRFIT & 0 HIENFHE -
I, T/ MHEREMCIF I VvOF IV VER
e % EEHEER SRS SO THRET 5,

MRl EHE

1. FRAEK

1995 4F 1 B IME 2% A & 428 L, dimethyl sul-
foxide (DMSO: Wako) 10%7R/l1® brain heart infu-
sion broth CRIHMEZF) W —80°CTHRFL 72k %H
Wico T ORBIMEFERIEN LT, BEERSHE MRSA
ORISR I3RS TRNEE R REZIENT 5,
FTHDRERI B 37k (T-1: U, T-2: Wi NEE,
T-3: Mi/NEHR) 2 8EEL THiF L 7,

EIEMAE B L AR Z W ER L, S aureus
ATCC 25923 LIRS HE MRSA %X IaR kS L CTH
Wic, BT, S aureus ATCC 25923, FER 47 it
S. epidermidis, Pseudomonas aeruginosa 11D 1117,
Escherichia coli B, Salmonella Enteritidis 116-54, i§
Ry 8f Bacillus subtilis, Candida albicans IFO1835
2ROV,

2. BEEHMAOEETMH

e B 22 [ T8 R R I iR R R, 35°C< 2 HIH
SWIRIR AT AR ETVWREOMIREZBE L, 12
PeRER 2 M-H ZERIGHY, S@EsERIE CRUMES 1T
BfREETLR, 35°CT 3 HIMIFRUEE L TREEKOH
2~

3. FAERE

) 3775 —Eullik

a7 75 —YEAREFIT S S-EREHY Y ¥
7 A= KW CRUMEE) 2 HOWEBRELETIT - 7

2) Oxacillin (MPIPC: BBL) 521k #ER

MPIPC 0 852 P (3 B8 25 #E & H 7K © McFarland

SICHHEE L 72 %, WIS T Mueller—Hinton
5% b v YIMEFERIEH (M-H MZFEREH: HARN
JhVeFyFvY V) TBHRICT R 7 2ES
35 CT—HEGEL TH~T.

3) Penicillin-binding protein 2" (PBP 2") O H

PBP 2’3, X514 N5 F v 7 ZEHERIEGIC
£ % PBP 2/t tHH # v F MRSA-LA [0 (Fv
D 2RV

4) Pulse-field gel electrophoresis (PFGE) ic & %

B (=T 2T

BRI iE Y — v 2@ldk+ o b =7

2  HAERWSEYYHEE Vol 15 No. 4 2005.

1 (Bio-Rad) & PFGE &EXi/k#)# CHEF DR II (Bio-
Rad) %MW 7z, FIFREESRIC IS Smal 2@ L1, 7V
BXF VI LT avA FIEKRTHREL ZRICEARIA
FTFCTERERE L,

4. EFIRZMHAER

Sulfamethoxazole-trimethoprim (ST: BBL) O Ji&
AR 1 M-H Mg JE KBS % A W T MPIPC & [F]
RETS TR L 72,

5. fhiHEE 0HiEE

M-H ZERBEHICFE LIs v T-2, T-3 bhajip A
Bk McFarland 0.5 I3 L, =< M-H %

RIFEHIATICEA L2 LICER 5 mm O A2 E X,
T D AT S. aureus, S. epidermidis P. aeruginosa,
E. coli, S. Enteritidis, B. subtilis, C. albicans % %4
LCH& L, 35°CT 3 HIRE&E L, AHAIHB Y
% T-2, T-3HROFEEFEEERL /2,

6. HE#D plating efficiency

HI %€ K 52 4 © @i &% #% L 72 B ¥k % phosphate-
buffered saline (PBS) ciFili&+, McFarland 0.5
(1X108 CFU/ml) > 5 10 fEmFFI 21D, BERE
5 0.2 ml 9 o% HI EREH & M-H %R 8
T L7z, 35°CT 3 HRuREER, Hiticb U 2 Rkie
gL 7z,

7. FIv-FIDUVIKEH

F 3 v (Nakalai) 8L U'F 3 ¥~ (Nakalai) DK
ESEOHETHNI, FIvEFIYVIFI10
mg/ml IZ DMSO ZH W T L, [HHICH->TiE
J5iiti & PBS THMR L TH W /oo FERRICH O 7o R
JHT 13 DMSO D8 IFERD 5 NIsh - 7o,

1) Ak

M-H ZERIEHNICHE L1 T-2 PkA M-H 3= REH

MicEmL, 20 ki 1 cm? @ A8 GRE) 25 X,
AL FIT 100 ug/mlOF 3 VB XU F 3 YV VKD
0.1ml Z# FL, 35°C, 4 HEOE#HEZ I ARKELD
LRI AR~

2) Wik

M-H 7 & 2 (Difco) TF 3 v, F3 VYVZNFhoO
BRSO FRY (10, 5, 1, 0.1 ug/ml) Z{EDH, ZOD
A well IZ £ 1 Z AR A 1.0 X 10° CFU/ml
12755 £ O WME A INA T, 35°CT 24, 48 Hf ks
BEIT - 12, well DR « T X 0 OISO F A
HIE L 7o

3)  IEGER

M-H 7o 2icidF ¥ ~ (10, 5, 1, 0.1 gg/ml), F 3
Y (10,1,05,0.1 ug/ml) 273N LT, oA E LTl
T-2 BEASFEE AIREZS HI 7 o 2 (H/KEEER) AWz,
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TN ORI IR 2 L C 35°CTREE L, 1
FFR & 1T Klett L EF (Summerson) % W T 660
nm D 7 4 b5 — THH OB A IE L <Gl
2701y b L1,

#E e

EZHES L UREMNOEE M

T-1~T-3 @ 3 RO MR B L OB FEEEH THEEF K
REAER 1 ITR L, T-1 RIBIMEEREM TR S, au-
reus ATCC 25923 ®EERSEE MRSA I Mk L T/
B, KINARIOEEZIENT 5 T ENEHIITH -
72o T-2 % T-3 HRld X /NT, T-3 ¥RIZAIMME &R
SR AV

M-H ZERESICHT L2 D E S. aureus & MRSA
ET-1HETH -2 2O T-1 HhOHERIZ/NET, Lo
bEEREEICH L CDROEREER TH - 1o, Wik
KREEHN I BEE L 0 2/ N T KNREITIES %
M T-1~T-3 BRI N b EEEZIER L 72,

FEBRES L U ST =R E

T-1~T-3 kD4 XTHMPIPCIittEcdH b, %7
a7 75—, PBP 2 @ffHic kb MRSA &JH
E Lt (%2), PFGE 1T & 2 Bz TRIETIcB VT

T-1, T-2, T-3FkOIKE) S — LI BRI O 2513
BoHontsrotc (X1,

% 72 ST JZMRER T I1E S, aureus B & U8 MRSA
BEEZPE AR L 7208, T-1~T-3 834~ Ttk
ot (F2),

DR & DFiEE

S. aureus, S. epidermidis, E. coli, S. Enteritidis, C.
albicans % &A45 L 1o A0 B T-2, T-3 o
BEDTERR S NLTcs B. subtilis DRIEIIFIT B MR
HOHNE T, i P oaeruginosa DHEDIFIC
FHMIER, oA F—F v HIC T-2, T-3 HRDFE
BhEL ol (K2, % 3),

HI EXEEHES LK O M-HEXEH T plating

efficiency

HI #BRIZHI TR T X TOMBTR S L EHIb
UCTHEEARK L 2o T-1 FRIZ 1074, 1075 107° o
AHRINC B W, HIEREMOKE 3 0 = — >
500, 238, 26 (CFU/plate) iz th~ M-H FEREEHIT D
FHIo=—I3 213, 9, 0(CFU/plate) LS 7S
IR DRV ERYD, M-HEREH O L% 1K/ NATRE
DR &2 7R L Foo T-1#81C (3 HI %€ K B 3t o 238
(CFU/plate) (z3f L T M-H JEREEHI T 13 £ 0 E£FH O

1 5%t v VIMREREMOEEZIEING &L R T ORE KGR

5% b v VMK FERIEHY

B & B FE MY

R -
ERMER (B - K20 B I M-H R 55 WEFE R
S. aureus ATCC25923 FLEE « 2~3 mm H + +
MRSA (RS #E FLAM « 2~3 mm A + +
T-1 FLE® - =l TN S ¢ +
T-2 OB - RN A - +
T-3 EiEE S I 7Y G Jie - +

Note: V5% b v VI FERFEHE 35°CC 2 HIH 5%CO, i L 7o,
2 M-H #RE M, E@seRiEE, 35°CT 3 HEFRUIEE L 72,

2 /NUEETE MRSA OFEIRS L O ST Btk

M-H MEFEREEHIC & 5 sz

B ATTS - PBP 2’

IR PEAEfE Oxacillin ST
S. aureus

ATCC25923 N S S
MRSA (&R HE) + + R S
T-1 + + R R
T-2 + + R R
T-3 + + R R

Note: S, susceptible; R, resistant

HARTGR MY F M6 Vol 15 No. 4 2005. 3
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 HffthF o AT

M 12 3 M

M1 45 8EE DNA DYV R 7 4 — b FEKIKE
-
DNA % Smal TUIWr L, PFGE T/,
M, Aladder standard; 1, T-1#k; 2, T-2 £ 3,
T-3 #

#13% (9 CFU/plate) WHRETE, HEEILEEET
HNITHH OHEE A (9 % feeding BBHID H - 72,
T-2 %k T-3HTIEM-HEREHTEIAEFTIRED S
N -7z (F4),

FIv, FIOUDOERMEDAMETORE

M-H #EREHIATICER L T-2 813, F3v, F
IV EAARO BB I REREIER L2 (K
3o

FIy, FIDUBEKEOFREICLSIERE

T-2 t, T-3HROEIEICHELRDEER, F3Iv
MEI 10 ug/ml, F 3 ¥ 35 0.04 ng/ml TH - 72,
TIHRIZO VTR T2 T3 HOF I voF I Y
VOFERMIRZEO LNV TH - 72 (£5,6), T-2 e
T-3 kI 2 OBFEICBWTTF 3 ¥ VKRS, T
IV A RBICRIMS NG 3EHEEHE L 7z,

4  HAEERWSEYYHEE Vol 15 No. 4 2005.

2 T-3HkE 4 FEOHE O kLR
BET XS, aureus, G55 S. epidermidis,
M E. coli, F)% P. aeruginosa %=7/R9

#3 /NEUSEIE MRSA &b OfHR & DHETERIC X

LHA
o PR
LR
T-2 T-3
S. aureus HE HH
S. epidermidis HH HE
P. aeruginosa® HE RE
E. coli x*E HE
S. Enteritidis HE HH
B. subtilis IEREF IERE
C. albicans B HE
Note: & EFEDFHIC D W TEIAX DM E Hik%x
A

bR — R EIC SO W T I A DFE RS

it}

FIv, FITUAMM-H 7 0OXTOEERIR
T2HEM-HZ7e2TREREBLEOVE, FIvd
Z0WEFIVUAERNLCEEST 2 ML 72 (X
4)o HI 7' v 2 TOWGEGIEIA & i LT, RinfEc
27 3 v 10pg/ml, 3 Y 1ug/ml CRIBEDHEE
HamR Ui, MREERET L7 3 Y ViBEERSV
LAV aER L f,

5 -
S. aureus \FEBEREH IS RBETIHLELT
HENTV 2, ER @V 77 5 — CRtk,
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F 4 NEEETE MRSA ITHd 2 & 5EHIO plating efficiency

#iH% « CFU/plate

B Hy

107! 1072 1073 1074 1075 1076

T B HI &KX 500< 500< 500< 500< 238 26
M-H %X 500< 500< 500< 213 9 0

Tog b HI X 500< 500< 500< 500< 216 18
M-H #&X 0 0 0 0 0 0

T3 Bk HI %K 500< 500< 500< 500< 255 28
M-H %X 0 0 0 0 0 0

K3 T-2HOF v, F3 vk
GHO LBEO A F 3 v (10 ug), FEBO S
3F 32 (10pug) ZmRd,

7R obE RN EdHEB LU vy bESMELT
BAEFEAET 2185 EODRMERT, FRIC~ v = v b o3fiE
M ERE S OERNICEE TH S EaNT WS, i
LA T-1~T-3# & HlFERE T L, 277
5 — YRR, M, AP~ = b O L
S. aureus £ L CORFHAELZCHELTWS, L L, —
Y75 S, aureus L5150 T T-1~T-3 HRIZEZD
RESPLZORENZHETHY, HHEELTHZ IR
BRICHLI L 2EREZ R T b D DALET—EDOHE
IR L 780 M-H MR FE R I © FEhE U 7o Bz
AR OfER X b MPIPC it CchH 5 2 &, & 51T PBP
2EMALTVET LML MRSAD—FETH BT &
FEHEOE O, %/ PFGE TEE TR A2H NS &[E—
DNy — v ERT T ED SIENALIER variant D
M4 mbHE SCVs TH B ElbN %,

Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute

(CLSL: NCCLS) 33#EHsz il & L < M-H
FEREEMHIAFRE L T 519, M-H FEREHIH MRSA
27— =y VEHICHEE LW MRSA 4 Bk
13, CLSIICHEML L 7o 3RFIESZMEHER S TEm W &
% methicillin-susceptible S. aureus (MSSA) & L T
RSN 2 AJgEVED D B 1o D EBEMSNIETH 5 T &0
BrlcsiE s n v a2, T-1 BREIA D T-2 # T-3
FRid M-H FEREEHNICRE TE L O THMAEMRESE
THEEORKEZMERBRI TSRV, E5IKIhoD
PROBIKIZ MRSA 27 ) — = v 7T IE & A &%
BLBMP-1ITENDS, TROHOS MSSA L34H
ESNBAREE S EA TV 5,

T-2, T-3 bkzfMiomEiEEs M-H R cIigE L
123G, RBEMED ON-ERES. aureus, S. epider-
midis, E. coli, S. Enteritidis, C. albicans ¥, T-2, T-
SPROENEIN T % /yih LT\ 2 Al g 27~ L 72, B.
subtilis WPLERT2FEAT L EFHON TV S
7%, B. sublilis THBEWIZKORD SN WEEIRZ
DOHEKNF DU & B aJREMEAS S B, P. aeruginosa
DGR K —F Y RORHHERYT I &h ohiERT
EHRFRER T OME O SN H 5 T EAHER SN
%o

Plating efficiency OfEHRM 5 1%, T-1 tko—&d
AT T X 28 H & £ OEF X O feeding &
X CTHIETE 2ERHMREAL TV BN EZ S
N5, M T-2 ¥k & T-3 ¥k id feeding T & % £ %
BERVENEZSNED, INLOKEFMD S
aureus X S. epidermidis & O IHEE TR A 015 4
5o T-1 IS T2 ks & EfE—#EzFREEDN S
DT, TORRIEERR L ~LT feeding T = 3£ %
NEEL T aFk &Mt s N 5,

VWFNIZ LTINS O/NEIEE MRSA 3 ftho il
HES WS 2 RKERERFICL D THRET 5 &
MWEZOND, T15b5 S aureus 1B L THEVEM
KRB TIEH 208, EFENTHE L OEERNFAT

HARTGRMAEY FME Vol 15 No. 4 2005. 5
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7 5 Thymine &= & M5

R (ug/ml)

Rtk REERH

5 2.5 1.25 0.63 0.32 0.16 0.08 0.04 0.02
™ g o+ o+ o+ o+ - - - - I C
£ T
s YT - - - - - T T

Note: +3FRE, —FZIERE

%6 Thymidine & & H45#

R (ug/ml)

Rtk REERH

032 016 008 004 002 00l 0005 0003 0002 0.001

T-1 24h + + + + - - - - - -
48h + + + + + + - - - -

T-2 24h + + + + - - - - - -
48h + + + + - - - - - -

T-3 24h + + + - - - - - - -
48h + + + + - — - - — -

Note: +3FRE, —FIERE

HEEPCRGREOEE I FMIEL T, ko
MRSA DM EAMELZ RS EEZL N5, A
) =D THHEE L TST 22 HaNn 5 AIDS £
7S SCVs 1T & 2 B 18 JRGE A 5| 2 k2 T L 7= i
bHEaNTE Y, STOLHEBEEL &3Sk
EBOTHBREINEEHERTDH %,

HBE»OHEEN D MRSA O/NUEETIFF 3 Y
VIREPEOBES LIF LIFH S h, JEREEMZELE
ECREoRENRESN TV B, T-1~T-3 Kb
R#hchEEL b5, A o NN, MR RE
PP A ORI DK S E DB % & - TV 5 AffEHEN
EZoNB, F1zT-2, T-3 ki3 M-H FEREHIC RS
HFF LY UERMEAR LI, CLSIIZF 3 vE i3
FIVVEGALEMIZ ST OBIIEDRKAICI 5
Ems, TXBRYF IV VEDOEVEE D M-H %
REEHI O [ 2 HESE LT 310, @K R HI
FREMICE T b v TBD, —BrE <
7 b+ v (Difco) 12 413 ug/g DF I ¥ v AEGATV S
TEND, INLDEMICEN g/ mlOF I VY
EEFLTVWE &I D, DED T-2, T-3 FRidF 3
VvENA S M-H BRI TR TE 5V

6 HAERMAEYHEEE Vol 15 No. 4 2005.

M, XN VEGUEMTRISFEET S 5N
TZ 5%,

FEE (E ST CTEMSESIIH s 5 ST W
23, SCVs IT (3 hemmine, menadione, thymidine I
IR L T2 RS ZHERE s hTw 5357, F
IV VEREDSCVs 3F 3 Yy EAAKTER L
», N SH DAL THIET X 5557, SRIHV
T-1~T3 ¥ E ST ZEHHEG s TV BEL S
SEEE N, STHHETT 3 ¥ VIREETH - 720 cys-
tic fibrosis (CF) ®HBEZEICBWTTF 3 ¥ VIKEE S
aureus R E N, ToOEENEMMICHI > TST
OEEEZI COIlEbH 529, ENTH STITK
BFHENEZ o B/NUER MRSA 251 &8s
LCcwanh, AECIE L cbisv, ZoBEHo—
S & L TAITIE ST © MRSA BEAE 1256 U AR
BN &, EILDH B ) =ROREFINE < 1F
Wk, CEFBENDBVWIERENREL LN,
L7 L ST i MRSA JEZAENDHEIGIZ SV H DD,
vancomycin (VCM) & teicoplanin, arbekacin &ilfi
AT MRSA CENIIE ) 2R T 12!, BEROB
BTcREHINEZE&H 5, 14 VCM it
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A. ThymineZ ET-28k D 1B 4R

—— 104 g/ml
—8—5 1 g/ml
g O —a—ipegm
; =801t g/ml
S OF —e—=Hibroth
©
® 2}
a
© wn}
0

4 5 6 7

3
BEEER (h)

B. Thymidine® &T-24% (D FERE 45

g

=10 1t g/ml
=1 g/ml

=05 g/ml
=—E—0.1pg/ml
==8=HI broth

OD at 660 nm
& 8 8

n
=)

0 1 2

3 4 5 6 7

HEEESE (h)

X4 FIv, FIVUyEREMLIZMH 7oz & HI
70 2 TO T-2 ko tEhaihiz
FHEE 3R MIT 1 X107 CFU/ml & 785 & 9 &%
WCHHEL, RESEEEZ LI, /57 ARTF
IV, 757 BRF IV YAERNL G
INEIN

MRSA DEERMEI» S Bt sz 2 & 519, VCM
OFEMNHIRS N, ST OFEMANEINGT 2 & &7l
SN b, 72 MRSA ZRE L 7c BE VO EEDR
WD 12 ST #REMMES s h g a, BRMED &
MRSA T SCVs 28 & N 5 T & A4 2 aJ gk

bdb 5,

T-1~T-3 %D & 9 1% SCVs MEERM K S 43 &
nEa, BEERTE T2 T-3 ok S5i1cso
23y ba—VICRF LW EMD 5 EHEERE
PEANEZHABRIRGETH 2, TLFHKBELTH
MRSA % MSSA & & 3 WO ERE & EFRES NS
TELEZOND, MEYRAZTIELEBFROINE
WHHBEREATL, STEZREURSShZBEDPS
132 D& 575 MRSA @ SCVs A3k & 1 % alfEikHs
HBHTEEFHBL, RSV ERERFELE WL
T DEETNEEEZ D,

BB REKRAZKCHID, JiEEECKREZEE
D & L7 BHCR PR F AR ORI O & LIRS HEE I 1< 2R
CEH WL FE T,

X L3
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of Staphylococcus aureus Exhibit Gross Mor-

Properties of Thymidine-Dependent MRSA Strains

Ayako Tanimoto,” Hiromitsu Fujiwara," Yuko Tanaka," Sachiko Nakamoto?
D Department of Clinical Laboratory, Tottori University Hospital, Yonago 683-8504, Japan

2 Department of Pathological Science and Technology, School of Health Science, Tottori
University, Yonago 683-8503, Japan

Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) strains isolated from a patient with septicemia at
Tottori University Hospital, Yonago in 1995 formed characteristic colonies of small and irregular size, even
after repeated isolation of these colonies. The colonies were re-isolated and characterized as small colony
variants (SCVs). A minority of the re-isolated T-1 strain population were able to form colonies of irregular
size on Mueller-Hinton (M-H) agar media, while the other strains (T-2 and T-3 strains) were unable to form
such colonies. All strains possessed characteristics typical of S. aureus and MRSA and, moreover, the PFGE
profiles of Smal-digested DNA of these strains were almost identical. Therefore, although these strains had
different phenotypical properties, they were variants with a clonal relationship. Co-cultivating of the
strains with S. aureus, S. epidermidis, Escherichia coli or Salmonella Enteritidis on M-H agar led to strong
growth and colony formation. These results suggest that the growth of small colony variants (SCVs) of
MRSA can be restored by factors released from other bacteria. A certain fraction of the population of T-1
clones showed a feeding-related growth effect in the M-H agar medium, while other T-1 clones did not
respond to feeding, even if they were inoculated at high bacterial density on M-H agar. The clones which
could not form colonies on M-H agar were able to colonize when they were incubated on M-H agar
supplemented with thymine or thymidine. Examination of antimicrobial susceptibility to sulfamethoxa-
zole-trimethoprim (ST) was carried out using M-H agar containing sheep blood. All clones were resistant to
ST. Based on these results, it seems probable that SCVs of MRSA are defective in thymidine synthesis, and
are composed of phenotypes that exhibit instability in proportion to the degree of this defect.
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