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Host Defense Mechanisms in Bacterial Infection

Yasuo Ono
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The normal host defense mechanisms against bacterial infections include (1) normal skin and mucous
membranes, (2) phagocytic system, (3) humoral immunity, and (4) cellular immunity. The compromised
host is an individual who has one or more defects in these defense mechanisms. Defects in each aspect of
the host defense increase the risk of infection caused by specific groups of pathogenic microorganisms.
Knowledge of these defects and potential infections in compromised patients may be useful for the decision
of methods for diagnosis of infectious diseases and guide the initial selection of antibiotics.
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