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Table 1. Specificity of CapiliaVT and RPLA methods performed with clinical isolates.

Isolates No. of tested
No. of positive

CapiliaVT RPLA

EHEC (toxin types)
VT1 14 14 14
VT2 8 8 8

VT1·2 17 17 17

Total (Positive rate) 39 39 (100¸) 39 (100¸)

non-EHEC
Escherichia coli 29 0 0
Vibrio cholerae 5 0 0
Vibrio parahaemolyticus 3 0 0
Citrobacter freundii 2 0 0
Aeromonas hydrophila 1 0 0
Citrobacter braakii 1 0 0
Enterobacter cloacae 1 0 0
Escherichia hermanii 1 0 0
Klebsiella pneumonia 1 0 0
Plesiomonas shigelloides 1 0 0
Pseudomonas aeruginosa 1 0 0
Salmonella Enteritidis 1 0 0
Shigella dysenteriae 1 0 0
Shigella sonnei 1 0 0
Vibrio vulnificus 1 0 0

Total (Positive rate) 50 0 (0¸) 0 (0¸)

VTWd_`VeS�$*¹VTWd_`VeS�$*¹
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Fig. 1. Sensitivity test of CapiliaVT and RPLA
with EHEC isolates.

Table 2 Comparison between CapiliaVT and conventional culture method with stools.

Culture CapiliaVT
Stools Incubated broth

No. of tested (�) No. of tested (�)

¯ ¯ 6 (2.6) 2 (2.4)
¯ ° 10 (4.3) 11 (13.3)
° ¯ 34 (14.8) 13 (15.7)
° ° 180 (78.3) 57 (68.7)

Total 230 (100) 83 (100)

Concordance rate 186/230 (80.9) 59/83 (71.1)
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Evaluation of an Immunochromatographic Test for a Rapid

Detection of Vero Toxins

Ryuji Kawahara, Kazuko Seto, Masumi Taguchi, Kazuhiro Kobayashi

Osaka Prefectural Institute of Public Health

Vero Toxins (VT) produced by Enterohemorrhagic Escherichia coli (EHEC) are one of the major
virulence factors and bring lethal outcome to some patients due to hemolytic uremic syndrome. CapiliaVT,
an immunochromatographic test for the rapid detection of the VT, was evaluated by comparison with the
reversed passive latex agglutination (RPLA) kit. All specimens prepared with EHEC isolated 39 strains
showed positive and all other pathogenic bacteria 50 strains showed negative for the CapiliaVT kit. The
results indicated that the specificity of the kit was completely corresponding with that of RPLA kit.
Though, the sensitivity was lower than that of RPLA (between 1/4 to 1/16) when dilution test of samples
obtained with EHEC isolates was performed. The sensitivity and specificity of the CapiliaVT kit was lower
than that of conventional culture method (EHEC isolation) when 230 stool specimens and 83 further
cultured broth were examined. It was shown that the CapiliaVT kit needs further improvement for
detection VT in clinical specimens. Considering its rapidity and simplicity, we conclude that the CapiliaVT
is the excellent kit to identify EHEC for the isolated strain but remain a problem with sensitivity and
specificity.
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